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Rationale: 
From September 2014, a New National Curriculum was put in place. The National Curriculum (2014) 
clearly states that teaching the English language is an essential, if not the most essential role of a 
primary school. 
 
At the heart of our English teaching is the Pie Corbett ‘Talk for Writing’ approach to teaching. Talk for 
Writing enables children to ‘say it before they can write it’. Through fun activities that help them 
rehearse the tune of the language they need, followed by shared writing to show them how to craft 
their writing, children are helped to write in the same style. As a result, they rapidly develop their 
reading, writing and language skills.  
 
Spoken Language: 
The National Curriculum states that children should be ‘taught to speak clearly and convey ideas 
confidently in Standard English’ (p10).  
 
We encourage our children to speak clearly and confidently and articulate their views and opinions. 
We teach the children to express themselves orally in an appropriate way, matching their style and 
response to audience and purpose. Listening and responding to literature including participating 
effectively in group discussions helps them to obtain the oral skills they will need as they grow up.  
 
The Talk for Writing approach supports the acquisition of vocabulary and speaking and listening skills 
through the imitation stage and oral story telling.  
 
Writing: 
The National Curriculum states that children should: 
• Develop the stamina and skills to write at length 
• Use accurate spelling and punctuation 
• Be grammatically correct 
• Write in a range of ways and purposes including narratives, explanations, descriptions, 

comparisons, summaries and evaluations 
• Write to support their understanding and consolidation of what they have heard or read 
 
The 2014 Curriculum divides writing skills into two dimensions: 
• Transcription (spelling and handwriting) 
• Composition (articulating ideas in speech and writing) 

 
We recognise that both these elements are essential to success and we support the acquisition of 
both sets of skills through various methods. We recognise that these areas are clearly linked to the 
other aspects of English learning: speaking and listening, reading, grammar and vocabulary. 
 



Talk for Writing (T4W) is at the centre of our provision in school. Pie Corbett has produced grammar 
progression documents that we use to support teaching and learning in school. High quality texts, 
modelling and shared/ collaborative writing are used demonstrate good practice as part of the T4W 
process. To ensure high quality texts are used, there is a whole school reading spine and a text types 
guidance document.  
 
Reading 

The National Curriculum separates reading into two dimensions 

• word reading 
• comprehension (both listening and reading) 

We recognise the importance of developing pupils’ competence in both dimensions; different kinds of 
teaching are needed for each. Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the 
pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed 
words. This is why phonics is emphasised in the early teaching of reading. 

Through all phonics and reading sessions and reading based activities across the school, we aim to 
ensure that all children:  
 

• read easily, fluently and with good understanding  
• develop a love of reading  
• acquire a wide vocabulary 
• develop a good understanding of grammar  
• appreciate a rich and varied literary heritage  

We aim to teach children to: 

• apply the skill of blending phonemes in order to read words. 
• segment words (Fred Talk) into their constituent phonemes in order to spell words. 
• learn that blending and segmenting words are reversible processes. 
• read high frequency words (red words) that do not conform to regular phonic patterns. 
• read texts and words that are within their phonic capabilities as early as possible with 

increasing fluency. 
• decode texts effortlessly so all their resources can be used to comprehend what they read.  
• spell effortlessly so that all their resources can be directed towards composing their writing. 

Reading and Phonics in Practice: 

• Reading is initially taught through the Read Write Inc scheme. This scheme promotes a strong 
and systematic emphasis on the teaching of synthetic phonics to aid the teaching and learning 
of phonics, reading, comprehension, writing, spoken English, spelling, grammar, vocabulary, 
punctuation, composition and handwriting. 

• Phonics and reading are taught through whole class teaching, small group sessions, guided 
reading sessions and opportunities to practise and consolidate skills through independent and 
cross curricular reading.  

• In KS2, teaching is mainly through guided reading sessions, cross-curricular reading and 
independent reading. 



Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS): 

• R.W.I. is fully implemented in Reception with the initial sounds being taught first. The children 
are then assessed to determine groupings that work at differing pace according to their ability 
and confidence.  

• Sessions will take place daily between 9.30- 10.00am. 
• Within this time a 10-minute speed sounds session will occur with follow up handwriting 

sessions while children access continuous provision, in line with the EYFS.  

Key Stage 1:  

• R.W.I. groups will be set following assessments carried out by the small assessment team 
consisting of the Reading Leader and HLTA.  

• The sessions will occur daily for 30 minutes. This consists of all Year 1 children and those Year 
2 children who did not pass the phonics screening. They will have a 10-minute speed sound 
session followed by a reading session following the R.W.I scheme. 

• Sessions across KS1 will take place daily from 9.00- 9.30 am. 

Key Stage 2:  

• Class teachers will have a guided reading timetable outlining when each group of children will 
be heard in Guided Reading. 

• Children will be grouped according to their reading ability.  
• Guided Reading timetables will outline a variety of reading, phonics, pre and post reading 

activities that the children will carousel around throughout the week. 
• Class teachers will hear each group read at least once a week.  
• R.W.I. groups will take the form of an intervention for those children in Year 3 and Year 4. 

Children will be assessed by the Reading Lead and grouped according to their specific needs. 
• In Year 5 and Year 6 the ‘Fresh Start’ Programme will be implemented as an intervention. 

Children will be assessed and grouped according to their reading ability. They will access the 
relevant Fresh Start Module text.  

SEN/Able Pupils: 

• SEN pupils are fully involved in R.W.I. lessons as all pupils work in ability groups and teaching 
is geared to the speed of progress of each group.  

• 1:1 tuition will be identified by the RWI Lead if required.  
• Able pupils are catered for as groups are based on ability. 
• Pupils who need it, are supported in individual and small group intervention.  

Planning and Recording: 

• Each class will have a class guided reading folder. 
• Notes based around questions asked during the sessions, quotes from the children and links to 

the national curriculum objectives will be recorded and kept in the class guided reading file. 
• Teacher generated planning is minimized as the planning is integrated into the teacher’s 

handbooks and follows set routines.  
• TA’s will be responsible for preparing for their R.W.I groups, with the support of the Reading 

Lead as required. 



• In KS2 guided reading groups not following the R.W.I. scheme will have the choice of a variety 
of Guided Reading texts e.g. Oxford Owl Project X, EPIC app or any other text linked to topic 
related work.  

• Planning shouldn’t be onerous but notes and a record must be completed, in the form of 
questions to be asked, text to be used and assessment questions to be discussed- annotations 
and notes about the session and about children’s contributions must be recorded to build up a 
clear teacher assessment evidence bank. 

Assessment, Monitoring and Moderation: 

• R.W.I. children will be assessed every 6 weeks or at any point if they are recognised as having 
made rapid progress within a group. 

• PiRA assessments will be carried out from Y1- Y6 every long term. These will give a 
standardised score and reading age for each child. These will form part of the reading 
assessment- teacher assessment should ultimately be used as some children may not perform 
well on a test. 

• All year groups will be assessed using the LTT assessment grids during guided reading- these 
will also support with teacher assessment during assessment week.  

• Reading data will be reported and recorded using O’Track.  
• Children will be assessed as either working towards (W), expected (E) or Greater Depth (G) 

the expectation for their year group. Any child not accessing their current year group will be 
assessed using the year below. 

• Moderation will take place regularly between key stage teams and with other schools. 
 
Book banding: 
 

• All reading books in our school are colour banded. All reading books in our school are colour 
banded in line with the previous National Curriculum levels and colours.  

• In Nursery children will be encouraged to borrow books from class collections, and read these 
at home. Story sacks are also available for children to loan and share at home 

• From Reception and into KS1 and KS2 children take home book banded reading books, which 
are suitable for their reading ability to read at home and in school. 

 
Class readers, story time and classroom reading environment: 
 

• Class novels and guided reading are integrated as much as possible so the children develop a 
love of reading and also developing their topic knowledge.  

• Each class has a significant author to focus on throughout the year, allowing the children to 
hear and explore a range of authors. 
Year R: Julia Donaldson 
Year 1: Jill Murphy 
Year 2: Roald Dahl 
Year 3: Jeremy Strong 
Year 4: David Walliams 
Year 5: Michael Morpurgo 
Year 6: J.K. Rowling 
 

• Story time will usually happen in each class from 2:45- 2:55 Mon- Thursday, allowing time to 
read to the children chosen books from the class author throughout the year.  

• Each year group uses their door/ doorway to ‘promote’ the specific author for their class.  
• A reading area is present in every classroom. This should be a real ‘wow’ area that is inviting 



and comfortable for children. This may be a display or book corner that focuses on a love of 
reading and promotion of books.  

• Each class has a library of books from a variety of genres, by a variety of authors and covers a 
wide range of potential areas of interest. 

 
 
Grammar, punctuation and spelling: 
We teach grammar during a discrete skills session each week where other objectives are interwoven 
into other English sessions, where grammar based learning questions are encouraged.  
 
We follow the Spelling Shed scheme of work to ensure curriculum coverage and consistency across 
school. Spelling is taught daily in KS1 and at least once a week in KS2. Children learn their new 
spelling pattern or rule and some focus words before they get their spelling lists to take home for 
homework. The rules or patterns being taught in class each week are clearly communicated on the 
homework sheets and through Twitter.  
 
In addition to weekly spellings, children also get a weekly wow word that they should try and learn to 
spell and use in their writing.  
 
Handwriting:  
Discrete daily handwriting sessions to take place across all year groups from year 1 to year 6 (and in 
Reception later in the year). Reception children will be looking at letter formation using RWI rhymes, 
year 1 will be looking at pre-cursive letter formation using the adapted RWI letter formation rhymes, 
year 2 will be looking at the joins and KS2 will be applying and practising what they have learnt (for 
example, spelling words, word classes). Further guidance can be sought from the Nelson Handwriting 
Scheme and other documentation in school when looking at the different joins etc that need to be 
taught. In some classes, it may be necessary to continue practicing letter formation and joins in year 3. 
Again, the Nelson Handwriting Scheme and other documentation in school will support teachers with 
this. Handwriting sessions will ideally be straight after lunch for 10 minutes. This should be quiet and 
calm activity- teachers may want to play music etc. A similar intervention (ie. fine motor skills) or 
guided group may take place during this time.  Teachers must model all letters, joins and words in a 
handwriting session- this is essential. All handwriting should be completed in the specific handwriting 
books. Handwriting should only ever be active marked within the lesson, using green pens to model 
and correct and pink pens to indicate achievements. Other rewards such as stickers and Dojos may 
also be awarded in books. All writing in books should be joined from year 2 upwards. A letter formation 
poster/banner needs to be displayed in every classroom with the RWI rhymes as needed. Handwriting 
on display should be pre-cursive/cursive but using a variety of different printed fonts is encouraged.  
 

 



Capital letters are all formed at the same height and they’re not joined to other letters. Although this 
means the order of the strokes is not as important as when lower case letters are formed, these 
formation suggestions are deemed as the easiest to use. It is important to remember that left-handed 
children will probably form the capital letters E, F, H, I, J and T differently. 
 
Planning: 
It is the responsibility of the class teacher to plan work for the children in the class that they teach.  
Objectives are taken from the: EYFS Framework and the National Curriculum. The writing lead has 
developed a text types coverage document that gives suggestions for coverage for each year group. 
The only written planning is on medium term planning documents that are created by teachers at the 
beginning of each term. Smarts are used to plan and deliver lessons and there is a clear success 
criteria for what these need to include. 
 
Marking, Feedback and Assessment: 
All work is marked in line with the school’s marking policy. We mark extended pieces of work in-depth 
and set targets with and for the children. Teachers and teaching assistants pick up on incorrect 
spellings, use of grammar and punctuation in all written work and ensure children action incorrect 
spellings as directed. Handwriting and presentation of work is also picked up on, but not solely 
focused on, unless it is the main learning objective. Target cards are used to help inform children of 
their next steps and collate evidence for assessment.  Keys to success checklists are used for children 
to self-assess or peer assess, when appropriate, so they can evaluate effectively. Staff assess 
children learning during and as part of every session, they adapt their practice accordingly. Formal 
assessments of writing, grammar and spelling are carried out in both Key Stage 1 and 2 as part of our 
termly assessment cycle.  The data is analysed and informs teaching and learning, including planning 
and target setting. Writing is assessed using the Lincolnshire County Council girds and data is 
recorded and tracked using Otrack. All staff attend moderating sessions, work alongside side another 
local school and most staff attend external moderation sessions. 
 
Children's progress in English is assessed using nationally prescribed tests with the Phonics 
Screening test taking place at the end of Year 1 as well as the end of Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 
SATs. 
 
Children with additional needs (including SEND, GD and EAL) 
Teachers will ensure planning is suitably challenging for all learners- offering support for SEN, EAL and 
lesser able children and stretch/challenge for more able children. Learning is carefully structured to 
ensure success for all children.  
 


